
Media Relations

The Challenge: The Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration 
Corporation (Restoration), founded by Senators Robert F. 
Kennedy and Jacob Javits and New York City Mayor John 
Lindsay, is the United States’ first-ever community 
development corporation. Restoration launched a program in 
partnership with Citi Bike, the New York City Department of 
Transportation and the New York City Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene to promote bike share in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, Brooklyn, a historically low-income community 
with poor access to public transportation. The purpose of the 
program was to promote the benefits of bike share in 
overcoming health, mobility and financial challenges, and 
change the perception of bike share as a harbinger of 
gentrification. TASC was enlisted to promote Restoration’s 
efforts and secure positive media attention for the program. 

Our Strategy: TASC targeted national, regional and local media 
outlets to secure attention for the program, its success in Bed-
Stuy and the implications of this success for other similar 
communities across the country. TASC helped create a 
groundswell of grassroots support for the program by securing 
media coverage for bike rallies and community events.

Results: TASC secured multiple media hits for the program. 
Coverage included a cover story in amNY and articles in NPR, 
the New York Daily News, the Brooklyn Daily Eagle and the 
Brooklyn Paper. Crain’s New York Business editorialized in 
support of the program and praised the larger impact of 
Restoration on the community. Two years after launching the 
program, Restoration released a report highlighting its 
success, including a 225% increase in bike share rides over a 
one-year period, a 56% increase in Citi Bike membership in 
Bed-Stuy vs. a 46% increase across the rest of the city, and a 
higher rate of New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) 
resident enrollment in bike share in Bed-Stuy than anywhere 
else in the city.
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http://www.amny.com/transit/bed-stuy-s-citi-bike-success-could-lead-to-expansion-advocates-hope-1.12031377
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2017/03/09/519473723/cyclists-took-28-million-bike-share-trips-in-the-u-s-in-2016-group-says
http://beta.nydailynews.com/new-york/brooklyn/citi-bike-brooklyn-bed-stuy-doubled-2015-article-1.3014046
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20170307/OPINION/170309927/editors-note-public-amenities-serve-everyone-even-the-working-class

